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PURPOSE OF TODAYôS LECTURE:

ñIntroduction to Course, Review of Maps, & 
WebGIS ò  

ÅCover Introductions

ÅGo through syllabus & define goals of course

ïManage your expectations about course & my 
expectations of you

ïAnswer any questions you have about course logistics

ÅReview some basics about maps to help you do 
better on lab assignments and become a more 
effective communicator with maps

ÅIntro to WebGIS



TODAYôS PLAN

I. Introductions

II. Syllabus

III. Review of Maps

IV. WebGIS

V. Questions/Summary



WHO IS THIS JOE WHEATON GUY?

Å Assistant Professor in Watershed Sciences (since 2009)

Å Fluvial Geomorphologist

Å Education:
ï Started studying Civil Engineering at Utah State University

ï BSc in Hydrology from University of California at Davis

ï MS in Hydrologic Sciences from University of California at Davis

ï PhD in Geography at University of Southampton (England)

Å Professional Background:
ï Consulting Civil Engineering (California - 4 years)

ï Researcher ïFluvial Geomorphology, Ecogeomorphology & 
Ecohydraulics(since 2000)

ï Lecturer (i.e. Assistant Professor) in Physical Geography at 
Aberystwyth University (Wales ï2 years)

ï Research Assistant Professor in Geology at Idaho State University 
(1 year)



YOUR TA & UTF

ÅShannon Belmont ïLab 
Instructor

ïBe nice to her as sheôll be 
grading your work ! 

ÅTommy Thompsonï
Undergrad Teaching Fellow



HOW MANY OF YOUé.

ÅRegistered for this course because 
you were told you had to?

ÅRegistered for this course because 
you thought it might be interesting 
and you wanted to learn a valuable 
skill?

ÅHave changed your major?

ÅHave some GIS experience?

ÅTaken a GIS course before?

ÅLike maps?

ÅWant to be here?



WHAT CLASS IS RIGHT FOR YOU?



WATS 4930/6920 ï10 INTENSE WEEKS



WATS 4931/6921 ï5 MORE WEEKS



WATS 6915 ï4 INTENSE WEEKS



SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 
These classes are a ton of work! Continuing 
may cause headaches, shortness of breath, loss 
of sleep, and increased stress levels. But you 
just might learn a lot about how to leverage 
GIS to do useful analyses and produce 
compelling maps.

DEATH-GRIP ON THE OBVIOUS

What your friends said about this course was 
probably trueé it is a lot of work



INTRODUCE YOURSELF (< 10 sec.)

ÅJust your First Name

ÅWhere Youôre From

ÅArrange yourself 
geographically into a 
human map as you 
introduce yourself!


