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C. BEAVER CONSERVATION, 
RESTORATION & REGULATIONS



OUTLINE

I. The Restoration Predicament

II. Nuisance Beaver?

III. Exploiting the Undiscriminating 
Rodent

IV. Utah Beaver Management Plan

V. Changing Attitudes?
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IN UTAHé EVEN THOUGH A DRY STATE

ÅWe have over 85,000 miles 
of rivers and streams 

ï81% (65,000 miles) are non -
perennial and/or ditches

ï16,000 miles are perennial

ï1980 estimate that 4,000 miles 
had suitable beaver habitat

ÅHistoricallyé 

ïBeaver were pervasive 
throughout this network

ïMuch greater proportion 
perennial



EVEN FOR NON-RIPARIAN SPECIESé

ÅRiparian areas 
associated with 
perennial streams are 
very important & 
intersect huge portions 
of their habitat

ÅBeaver maintain and 
expand these riparian 
areas!

ÅMany of these streams 
are degraded



WESTERN MOUNTAINSé ECOREGION

Even in the West 
(best of conditions) 

Å22% are Fair

Å14% are poor

USEPA, 2006. Wadeable Streams Assessment, Office of Research & Development, 
Office of Water, United States Environmental Protection agency, Washington D.C., pp. 
113.


